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LICF CELEBRATES TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF HELPING
LoNG IsLANDERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

partner in a major New York-based accounting

firm, sought a fitting way to honor his wife and son
who both died in an automobile accident. The New
York Community Trust, the nation’s largest community
foundation, was just starting its suburban division, the
Long Island Community Foundation (LICF).

With a request for donations in lieu of flowers, Mr.
Bornstein, now a member of the LICF Advisory Board,
and over sixty of his friends, family members, and
colleagues made charitable contributions to establish
the Ruby and Michael Bornstein Memorial Fund as the
first fund in the LICF. His contribution was invested,
and the income generated over the course of years has
helped to provide financial support to his selection of
nonprofit organizations.

I n 1978, Fred Bornstein, a Merrick resident and

Twenty-five years later, the LICF has 150 funds with
assets of more than $34 million. Every fund has a purpose,
broad or narrow, determined by the donor who estab-
lished it. The LICF has been built by people committed
to the concept of a regional community foundation: men
and women who have made philanthropy an essential
part of their lives; local business leaders who believe
in giving back to the communities where they live and
work; and parents and grandparents who consider
charitable giving a family value they want to pass on to
their children and grandchildren. For the Long Islanders
who do their charitable giving through the LICF and for
the nonprofits supported by their generosity, this is cause
for celebration. In 2002, the LICF distributed more than
$12 million.

Rather than sponsor a lavish event in times when
nonprofits are struggling with reduced donations in the
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GREENTREE FOUNDATION ComMmMmiITs $500,000 To LICF GRANTMAKING

the late Mrs. John Hay Whitney, made a three-

year commitment of $500,000 to support the
LICF’s community response grantmaking. This grant-
making funds Long Island nonprofit projects that help
residents working together to solve local problems.

“Working with the Long Island Community
Foundation for more than a decade gave us insight
into the community foundation mission generally
and the vision of the LICF particularly. We trust that
the Long Island Community Foundation knows Long
Island, knows its nonprofits, and knows its emerging
challenges,” said Richard Schaffer, president of the
Greentree Foundation.

Although the Greentree Foundation will continue to
support programs that reduce educational deficiencies
and lessen social and cultural tensions, its Long
Island giving will be done through the LICF and the
Manhasset Community Chest.

T he Greentree Foundation, founded in 1982 by

The two foundations—LICF and Greentree—have
jointly funded projects important to the lives of Long
Island residents: sustainable economic development,
after-school care, immigrant services, and eliminating
institutional racism. Our partnership exemplifies how
local activity translates global ideals of human dignity
and justice into practice.

In making its commitment, Greentree follows in the
footsteps of other philanthropies that have worked
with the LICF to support Long Island organizations
whose work coincides with their philanthropic
agendas. Most notable among these is the Unitarian
Universalist Veatch Program at Shelter Rock, a
national faith-based giving program also located in
Manhasset, which established a fund in the LICF in
1993. The purpose of this LICF fund is to make social
change grants to local community-based organizations
that might otherwise be overlooked in the intense
national competition for Veatch support. A







